                             Florida Rotary PETS: The History
In 2002 at the close of the Zone Institute, then Zone Director David Roper asked the  current Zone Institute Chair, Milt Jones, to consider organizing a Multi District PETS in Florida. Milt began by attending the North Carolina PETS and the Georgia PETS, to study the organization of each and to become familiar with the curriculum they were using. That same year, Districts 6930 and 6990 in Florida decided to meet and hold a short PETS meeting for incoming Club Presidents in combination with their joint Conferences in South Florida. 

In 2003, District 6950 was asked if it would be interested in joining several others to begin a Multi District PETS for Florida. The District 6950 DGE attended the two District PETS that was scheduled for South Florida that year. Two PDGs from Districts 6980 and 6960 joined the effort to push for a Multi-District Florida PETS. Five of the 8 Districts now seemed to have an interest.
At a joint meeting of incoming District Governors in Orlando in the fall of 2003, Milt asked for a short meeting with DGEs just prior to the conference and broached the subject of a Multi District PETS for Florida. Four Districts indicated an interest. 

It was decided to hold the first Multi District PETS for Florida in March of 2004 at the Marriott Hotel just north of the Orlando Airport. As the planning progressed, three other districts decided to join, making a total of seven of the eight districts in Florida. District 6970 in Northeast Florida had a contract with a hotel for the following two years and did not wish to break their commitment.  They visited FLORIDA PETS the second year and decided to join in the third year, making 2006 the first year ALL FLORIDA DISRICTS held a joint PETS.
This required a change of venue since about 95% of all incoming Club Presidents in the seven participating Districts attended the first year and nearly 97% joined in the second year, maxing out the current hotel. The program was very successful and attracted 7 past and current RI Presidents as speakers during the first two years. 

With the addition of the eighth and final District in 2006, a new venue that could handle the size of the group that would exceed 600 attendees with trainers and guests was needed. The International Plaza Resort in Orlando near SeaWorld was selected and continued as the venue for ALL Florida PETS until 2012. During those six years, All Florida PETS was incorporated, renamed to ROTARY FLORIDA PETS, INC., and received qualification as an IRS 501-c-3 entity. Club Presidents-Elect participation continued in the high 90 percentile. Space at the International Plaza became tight as a more formalized program for the Assistant Governors and spouses/partners was added.
In 2012, Rotary Florida PETS moved to the Buena Vista Palace in Orlando across the Street from Disney Village to accommodate its ever-growing space requirements, as Rotaract training programs were added. In 2018, Rotary Florida PETS returned to the International Plaza, now known as the Doubletree Orlando at Seaworld, where a brand new 20,000 square feet banquet and meeting facility was opened with PETS as its first major program.
Currently (2018) Rotary Florida PETS has relocated to the Doubletree Hilton Hotel Orlando at Seaworld and continues to train Presidents-Elect, spouses/partners and Assistant Governors.  Rotaract participation has waned and is under consideration by the current Board.  

Rotary Florida PETS Board
The Rotary Florida PETS consists of the 8 district DGEs, who take office in a ‘change-over’ meeting during PETS of their DGN year.  The Board works closely with the Executive Committee who is responsible for ensuring the program meets the needs of the Board.

Executive and Operations Committees

The Executive Committee and the Operations Committee manage the day-to-day planning and implementation of the annual PETS event.  The Executive Committee is composed of:  Chair, Chair-Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, Training Officer, and General Counsel. The Training Coordinator is responsible for the PETS curriculum and works closely with the Assistant Governor trainer(s), Spouse/Partner trainer(s), and Rotaract trainer(s).  The Evaluations Committee works with both the Chair and the Training Coordinator. The Operations Chair oversees the following standing committees:  House of Friendship, VIP Coordinator, Production, and Hotel Liaison. The Registrar and Executive Administrator are key positions that work closely with the Executive Committee.  
ROTARY FLORIDA PETS CHAIRS

2004 – Milton Jones, PDG, District 6950


2005 – Milton Jones, RI Director-Elect, District 6950


2006 - Charles Rogers, PDG, District 6980


2007 – James Sisserson, PDG, District 6930


2008 -  Robin Shelly, PDG, District 6990


2009 – Hal Antzinger, PDG, District 6960


2010 – Jack Martin, PDG, District 6990


2011 – Ken Smallwood, PDG, District 6970


2012 – Tim Schuler, PDG, District 6950


2013 – Ivan Johnson, PDG, District 6940

2014 – Dave Harrell, PDG, District 6970

2015 – Doug Maymon, PDG, District 6990

2016 – Marcy Ullom, PDG, District 6990

2017 – Art MacQueen, PDG, District 6970

2018 – George Robertson-Burnett, PDG, District 6890

2019 – Todd Dayton, PDG, District 6990

